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Tucson, ARIZOMA An Anzona |
congressman has drafted a bill j
that would grant ownership of !
Lhe eastern portion of Babogquivari |
Mountain to the Tohono O'odham ’:r
Mation, Currently, the western area |
of the scenic mountain belongs i
ta the Tehono O'odham Indians, |
and the eastern area — over 2,000 |
acres — is designated wilder- i
ness under the Bureau of Land |
MManagement’s care. E

According to the bill, the Tohono |
O'odham believe the mountain is :
“the center of Mother Earth ... aa_d.;
holds that desecration of the mouns | '
tain will lead to the destructior. i

and end of the universe and the !
O'odham people.” |

The il also
states that inclusian of the eastern i
portion of Baboguivari in the |
Mational Wilderness Prarervation |

baboquivari access thiﬂa'te_ned

System *has frustratdd the ability
of the Tohono O'adbam people in
the practice of thér 'e‘[igmn
- T]'l-e bill is drawin
non-lindizn ranch 5 ENYIronmen-
stalists and clln'qbeh To many
climbers, the bllhlseems to leave
the window n|:_jé.n for closure of
Babuquivavri‘srfang free and aid
routes and gther recreation, by
allowing theTohono Oadham to
-“'ﬁmi\t 'puhliu_";ccess thereto, as may

be reasonaby necessany to f‘al:.'ﬂ'l-'
tate the rellmouf. and cultural usgl.v, ;

“of the Iand I

'|.
Sam Davigion, tﬁeﬁ.ccass Funu:l e

policy anglyst, fsays the area
received wsn'demesE pmtectlon far
a reason and o decer’ ity it is A
bad idea. Davidscn sugqegts pur-
suing other alterratives t frotect
the Indians' priracy — piirhaps

& rltln:lsm\fr'i::.m .
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somethlng Rqﬂeied o

; iﬁlﬁgue But whether the BLM's

m:{n::rnth- he
long vﬂlunbar}-' ban c-rrﬂ} birg At . -:;n:meerns are reflectedin a final bilk
I {5 at the Tohono O'odham’s dis-

[Fevils Tower.
The current caretaker‘ af t

13
Jand are taking a hands- Df{

. approach to the issue, Accﬂrdl\ng !
jesse Juan, Tucson's fleld rnanabir
for the BLMW, the agency ELS
expreéssed iLs concerns aboil
now new ownership would affict

“wilderness manayement ald
puhlic access, anc has encouragad
the parties inveled to establisi a
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cretion, Juen said.

A rewsed version of the bill, span-
sared by U.5. Rep. Ed Pastor (D-
Arizona), is expected to be intro-
duced in the House no later than
October, Address comments to
Rep. Ed Pastor, cfo Blake Gable,
2465 Rayburn House Cffice Bldg,,
Washingtan, D.C, 20515, aremal
him at ed. pastor@mail.house.goy.

ABONVE: FETER MOEBELS; DPPOSITE: JOHM BURCHAM
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